
 

WHAT’S INSIDE: 

PAGE 2 

Assignments, Guests,  
Hospitality, Announce-
ments, Prospective 
Member  

PAGE 3 

Fines, Happy Dollars, 
Social Activities 

PAGE 4 

Club Calendar and 
Weekly Numbers 

PAGE 5 

Scholarship Contribu-
tion/Pledge Form 

PAGE 6 

Club Info, Thanks to 
Our Advertisers 

PAGES 7-10 

KCW Thrift Sale Work 
Schedules  
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM... 

February 26—City of 
Ann Arbor—A2 Fix It. 
Speaker: Robert Keller. 
Introduction by: Dale 
Leslie. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS.... 

 March 5—The Im-
pact of a Mass 
Shooting. Speaker: 
Brenda Quiet. Intro-
duction by: Steve 
Hiller  

 March 12—The 
KEEP. Speakers: 
Shannan Gibb Ran-
dall and Lindsey Nel-
son, of In-Site De-
sign. Introduction by: 
Margaret Krasnoff. 

MEETINGS... 

Membership Growth 
and Education met with 
Kathy Barden Perl-
berg after the Club 
meeting to work on an 
upcoming outreach 
event for our business 
neighbors. 
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TODAY’S PROGRAM…  
INCOME INEQUALITY 
Deb Jones introduced James Gruber, PhD, retired professor of sociology at U of M Dear-
born. Dr. Gruber taught classes in social psychology, gender roles, women and gender stud-
ies, and a project on bullying. He spoke with us about a year ago on Marriage in the 21st 
Century. Today’s topic was “The Great Economic Divide”. Dr. Gruber pointed out that income 
inequality has increased over the last four decades: the bottom 50% have lost ground, while 
the top 40% are doing better. 10% are not doing well at all. The top 20% have 100 times 
more wealth, which includes assets beyond income. Many Americans have no reserve funds 
at all. 

How did we get here?  

 Erosion of decent paying jobs one can have without a college 
education. This has led to many people working two or three 
jobs to get by and two income earners in a family to accumulate 
the medium income of $57,000. 

 Decreased intergenerational mobility: ie children doing better 
than their parents. Only 16% of children are able to escape the 
poverty of their parents. 

 Residential Segregation: “The power of the zip code” predicts 
how well a child will do in adulthood. “White flight” from the cit-
ies to the nearby suburbs and beyond has decreases\d diversi-
ty both racially and economically. Communities that are poor 
are staying poor. Many small towns and rural counties also ex-
perience loss of the middle class as small factories and stores 
close, the younger people leave for college and jobs and never 
come back. Without a good tax base, schools suffer and kids 
do poorly.  

 Changing nature of work: The security of steady jobs with benefits has eroded to part 
time or contractual work without benefits, and the development of the “gig economy” 
where people piece together a living. In 1960, the largest private employers were the 
auto companies, GE, and US Steel; in 2015, that had changed to Walmart, Kelly Ser-
vices, McDonald’s and other fast food companies. Also automation and technology re-
place workers faster the new jobs can be created and workers trained to do them. 

What is the solution? 

 Providing stronger state funding for schools across all districts so that children have an 
opportunity for a good education and training no matter the zip code or district in which 
they live. 

 Providing free or nearly free college education. In 1979 Michigan covered 80% of instate 
college tuition; today the state covers only 15%, leading to increased student debt.  

 Providing a Universal Basic Income for the bottom third of the population as a means of 
stabilizing income and creating wealth. For example, in a rural county with 2,000 resi-
dents below poverty, a $5,000 stipend for each resident would impact the local economy 
with $10,000,000 and all the activity that generates. The Canadian provinces of Quebec 
and Ontario, and Finland have implanted this initiative. 

(Editor’s note: a clear and thoughtful presentation like this makes me want to go back to col-
lege myself!). 
 

February 19, 2018 

James Gruber, PhD 
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Do you have news for the 
newsletter, or are you inter-
ested in advertising? Con-
tact Publisher, John Kidle, 
at jkidle@gmail.com. 

GUESTS AT OUR CLUB... 

Mitch Goodkin introduced our guests: Mark Lavin, guest of Eloise Lavin and prospective 
member; Esther Hampton, guest of William Hampton; Lars Bjorn; Melissa Zhou, Jill Da-
vidson, Peter Chen, and Diana Yassin from Circle K; Harry Hawkins, prospective member, 
and his companion Mamadou. Welcome everyone! We hope you will join us again soon. 

HOSPITALITY... 

Fred Sanchez passed around a sympathy card for Joan VanArsdalen, wife of Bill, who 
was a past District Governor and dear friend of Al and Sue Dailey. We had a moment of 
silent reflection on the death of Letitia Byrd. We remember also Bob Fletcher, who died 
recently. He was an Honorary Member in 2012. Mary Ann Crawford, wife of deceased 
member Merle Crawford, is in St. Joe’s Hospital, room 526, recovering from a broken hip. 
Clar Dukes continues to deal with heart palpitations. 

Dale Leslie reports the passing of Karen Ensminger on February 27 in Ft. Myers, Florida. 
Karen was an Honorary Member of our club and Founder of The Scrap Box. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS... 

 Pres. Elect William Hampton announced services for Letitia Byrd will be held at the 
First United Methodist Church, 120 S. State St., on Saturday, February 24 at 1:30pm. 

 Jim Meretta announced that Cub Scout Pack 131, sponsored by our club, will hold 
their annual Pinewood Derby this Saturday in the lunch room. There will be lots of ac-
tion! 

 Coffee and donuts for Sale workers will be in the kitchen, as usual. 

 Larry Dittmar shared information about several free musical events that were earlier 
this week. He also mentioned that the fine production of Porgy and Bess last Saturday 
was dedicated to Letitia Byrd. Joe Medrano announced that the Dexter Community 
Band is performing this coming Sunday afternoon at 3:00. 

 March 5 is the deadline for submitting your contribution or pledge to match the Ray 
and Eleanor Cross Foundation for a Scholarship for selected graduating seniors from 
the Ann Arbor Public Schools. The form for submitting a contribution or a pledge is 
attached (Page 5). Pledges can be from individuals or groups of individuals for the 
$750 pledge to be matched. If you are planning to sponsor a scholarship, please com-
plete the form and return it to Eloise Lavin.  

The scholarships to be awarded this year will be $1,500 per student compared to 
$1,000 per student in previous years. The awards will be presented at the regular club 
meeting on April 30, 2018 at the Kiwanis Center. 

We look forward to receiving your Pledge forms. Please contact Eloise Lavin if you 
have questions at eloise.lavin@a2kiwanis.org. 

Prospective Member… 

A new member application has been received from Mark Lavin, sponsored by Eloise 
Lavin and co-signed by William V. Hampton as the additional Club Member. First publi-
cation. 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE COMING WEEK... 
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KCW Cashiers 
& Sales 

See Pages 9 and 10 

KCW Sorting & 
Pricing 

See Pages 7 and 8 

Vouchers 
2/22—Ellen Webb, Eloise Lavin, Mark Lavin, Bob Johnson, Emily Allshouse, 
Bud Roberts, Jean Robinson, Dee Smit, Rose Marie Barhydt. 

Invocation Dale Leslie 

Greeters Claire Dahl (A), Max Ziegler, Mitch Goodkin, Deb Jones 

Hospitality Fred Sanchez  

Newsletter Lynne Lande  

Cashier Max Ziegler 

mailto:jkidle@gmail.com


FINES... 

Luke Panning proposed a fine on investment professionals who are working today and 
making more money, instead of taking Presidents’ Day off like he is. Peter Schork, 
wearing a business suit, tried to exempt himself by claiming not to be a “professional 
anything”. Then, anyone whose picture did not show up in the photographs of the group 
at dinner had to pay. 

HAPPY DOLLARS... 

 Peter Schork paid a dollar to remind us all that only two weeks are left to pledge a 
scholarship in partnership with the Cross Foundation. A $750 pledge can be made 
as an individual or group. Peter was also happy for Doug Ziesemer’s good work in 
finding us another good tenant. We are fully occupied! 

 Max Ziegler was happy and thankful for Mary Stewart’s fine work in planning the 
outing to The Millionaire Quartet, and encouraged others to see the show. 

 Dave Drake was delighted about the U of M basketball victory over OSU,(aka in that 
state as THE Ohio State University).Dave also reported that while he was in Florida, 
he saw George Gilligan, who told him he beat his 91 year old tennis partner! 

 Jill Davidson happily announced that Circle K has reached a milestone of 200 mem-
bers (!), and that Melissa and Skylar have been elected as officers. And that a group 
of Circle K members are leaving Sunday on an Alternative Spring Break to work on 
trails at James River State Park in Virginia. (Go Circle K! You are wonderful!) 

 Bob Carr had a sad/happy dollar for two weeks spent in West Virginia, attending 
Jeanette’s sister’s funeral and being with family. Last week he was in Galveston TX, 
celebrating a family wedding. Bob’s only regret about Black History Month is that 
black history is not better integrated and recognized in general American history. He 
remembers growing up in Texas, where there were signs barring “colored” and 
schools were segregated. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES AND NEWS… 

 Mary Stewart reported on the fine outing Sunday to see The Millionaire Quartet. 
Eighteen Kiwanians and guests attended the performance and enjoyed dinner to-
gether afterwards. Thank you Mary for organizing another nice social event. 

 Nicolette Williams, Emily Allshouse, and Julanne Williams attended a Kiwanis 
Leadership function on Saturday. The conference was called "Igniting the Leader in 
You!" and was presented by Michigan District of Kiwanis. It was held at the MSU 
Management Education Center in Troy. 

 Dexter Forum has a new website, www.dexterforum.com. 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special Items 
on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Kiwanis Merchandise 
is now available online 

at A2kiwanis.org or 
here. Samples 

available at TKC. 

Since 1921 

Over $6,300,000 

in Proceeds from 

the Kiwanis 

Thrift Sale have 

been used to 

Benefit Our 

Community. 

Nicolette, Emily, and 
Julanne at Kiwanis 

leadership conference 

Kiwanis families having dinner following the 
Million Dollar Quartet performance at the Encore 

Theater in Dexter 

https://www.dexterforum.com/
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://a2kiwanisfoundation.org/
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 

Attendance: 
53 

Fines: 
$14.56 

Happy $: 
$40.25 

Mott Pot: 
$0 Today 

$747.62 YTD 

Vouchers: 
$1,026 

5 Families 
$29,170 YTD 
145 Families 

YTD 

Thrift Sale: 

Friday: 
$6,446 

Saturday: 
$8,544 

Other: 
$10 

TOTAL: 
$15,000 

$217,977 YTD 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

KYP Meeting 

2 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

3 Sale: & Dona-
tions 
TKC 9-1 

4 5 Flight of the 
Butterflies 

6 7 8 9 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

10 Sale: & 
Donations 
TKC 9-1 

1 12 A2 Commu-
nity Foundation 

13             14 
 
Valentine’s Day 

15 16 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

17 Sale: & 
Donations 
TKC 9-1 

18 19 Income 
Inequality 
 
Presidents’ Day 

20 
 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm at TKC 

21 22 23 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

24 Sale: & 
Donations 
TKC 9-1 

25 26 Let’s A2 Fix-
it! 

27 28    

February 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
Kiwanis Young 
Professionals 

2 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

3 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

4 5 The Impact of 
Mass Shooting  

6 7 8 9 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

10 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

11 12 The Keep - 
Kiwanis Nature 
Area  

13 14 
 
 

 

15 16 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

17 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 
 
St. Patrick’s Day  

18 19 Human 
Trafficking - A 
World Crisis  

20 
 

6:30pm Board 
Meeting 

 

21 22 23 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

24 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

25 26 Genesis: 
Cross & Star of 
David: Ecumeni-
cal Wisdom at 
Work  

27 28 29 30 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

31 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

March 2018 



NEW FORM FOR 2018 SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS/PLEDGES... 
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“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 

WISD Aktion Club U of M Circle K 
Huron High School 

Pioneer High School Angell Elementary 

http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

KIWANIS CLUB 
OF ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-665-2211 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
 734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474  

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 734-930-0555 

Clarity Financial Advisors, Mark S. Wishka, ChFC, CFP, CLU, CRPC, 
CASL, REBC, RHU, CDFA, CLTC—734-995-3996, markwishka.com 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

"Serving the Children of the World" 

Other Links: 

 Michigan District Kiwanis 
Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

 Kiwanis International 

 Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
6pm first Thurs. of Month 

 U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check 
Calendar on Website) 

 Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

 Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at Quarter Bistro 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop 
Off: 

Fridays and Saturdays 
9am-12:30pm 

 
Call for Donation Pickup: 

734-665-0450 

The Kiwanis Center 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.s.wishka/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
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Cashier and 
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