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TODAY’S PROGRAM…League of Women Voters 

Kathie Wilder introduced our speaker for the day, Margaret Leary with 
the League of Women Voters of Michigan.  Margaret spent 27 years as the 
director of the University of Michigan Law Library and holds a BA from Cor-
nell University, an MA from the University of Minnesota, School of Library 
Science and a JD from the William Mitchell College of Law.  She is very ac-
tive in many facets of the Ann Arbor community.  She spoke to us today 
about Proposal 2: Independent Redistricting Commission which appears on 
the Michigan ballot for the general election on November 6th, 2018.  Mar-
garet first spoke about her involvement in the League of Women Voters 
which is a non-partisan group that was created in 1920 (when women were 
granted the right to vote) and focus on public policy issues, especially those 
that affect voting rights.  They do not support any political candidates or 
parties.   

What is redistricting?  It’s re-drawing the lines for the legislative districts for 
the US Congress, Michigan House of Representatives, and the Michigan Sen-
ate.  In Michigan, legislators currently draw the lines which has led to one of 
the worst cases of Gerry Mandering (drawing of the lines to suit special inter-
ests).  There is currently no requirement for these lines to be drawn in public 
and also no set process for determining them.  Gerry Mandering has been 
happening for years and began in Massachusetts after Elbridge Gerry drew a 
map that resembled something like a salamander and people decided to 
combine the two and change the way his name is pronounced to get the 
term “Gerry Mandering.”  According to a Princeton study, there are three 

measures of determining how gerrymandered a state’s legislative lines are and Michigan scored high 
in all three categories.  Two other states, Pennsylvania and North Carolina also scored high but have 
had court cases which have changed the way their lines are drawn leaving Michigan to be the worst 
offender.  In order for lines to avoid Gerry Mandering, lines must create districts that are both com-
pact and fair.  There are two main methods used for creating unfair districts and these are: packing 
and cracking. Cracking involves dividing up people who are likely to vote in a certain way so that 
there is never a majority to elect anyone.  Packing involves concentrating as many voters of one type 
into a single electoral district to reduce their influence in other districts. Michigan currently has 14 
congressional districts. The 14th district is currently very Gerry mandered with a district that is 79% 
democratic and over 80% African American.                         

                                                          TODAY’S PROGRAM CONTINUED ON PAGE 4… 

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM... 

 October 29—Laugh Yoga. Speaker: Carolyn Christopher, Introduction by Deb Jones     

UPCOMING PROGRAMS....     

 November 5—Honorary Member Recognition Introduction by Jerry Brown  

 November 12– Mott Children’s Hospital. Speaker: Lindsay Heering, Introduction by Larry 
French 

MEETINGS...Budget and Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, October 23
rd

 at 6pm in the 
Board Room  

October 22, 2018 

Margaret Leary   

Kathie Wilder 
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Do you have news for the 
newsletter, or are you in-
terested in advertising? 
Contact Publisher, John 
Kidle, at jkidle@gmail.com. 

GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…  
Welcome to the many guests in attendance at our weekly meeting: David Stine, Cedric 
Simpson, Roger Harms and Esther Hampton, all guests of William Hampton, Larry Mem-
mer, Michigan District Governor, Len Lofstrom, guest of Dick Benedek, Melissa 
Zhou and Skylar Gleason of Circle K at U of M, Mamadou, guest of Harry Hawkins and 
finally, Greg Smith, Executive Director of the Michigan District of Kiwanis.  Thanks for be-
ing with us today!  

HOSPITALITY…  
Dale Leslie shared the exciting news that Larry Dittmar was in attendance with us 
today after his accident last week.  Welcome back, Larry!  Prayers for Clarence Dukes 
continue as he continues to need to have outpatient hospital visits to have fluid drained off 
his lungs.  Fred Miller is recuperating well post-knee surgery and should be back to Kiwa-
nis after a few weeks of recovery.  Claire Dahl bumped into Carl and Beth Williams and 
they are in good health living at the Sanctuary at St. Joe’s.  Carl sends his greetings to all 
Kiwanians.  Lastly, two of our regular volunteers were honored at the annual House By 
The Side of the Road banquet for their service – Prudy Dittmar and past honorary Kiwa-
nis member, Ingrid Sheldon.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS…  

 Several announcements were made in relation to the board meeting held last Tues-
day, October 16

th
, 2018: Greg Meisner announced that the board passed a budget 

for the fiscal year – both an operating budget and a capital budget and both were ap-
proved by the Budget and Finance Committee.  He also announced that the Budget 
and Finance Committee will meet Tuesday evening at 6pm in the board room. Alan 
Burg announced that Eloise Lavin will be stepping down as the Club ’s bookkeep-
er (thanks for your wonderful service, Eloise).  A special committee was put together to 
review and recommend bookkeeper services – committee members are Gordon Bee-
man, Margaret Krasnoff, Mary Stewart, Peter Schork, Greg Meisner, and Alan Burg 
(chair).  They met Monday after the meeting and have a short time to get someone to 
replace Eloise.  If you know any firm or bookkeeper to recommend, please let anyone 
on the committee know who they are. Another special committee was approved which 
is a Real Estate Committee, chaired by Dan Dever, who will look to engage a commer-
cial realtor to list the Kiwanis Foundation’s rental space currently occupied by PSSC 
Inc. in anticipations of PSSC’s expected departure in March of 2019.  William Hamp-
ton announced that a motion moved by Margaret Krasnoff and seconded by 
Greg Meisner, that the Board approve the Kiwanis Environmental Education Preserve 
(KEEP) as a multi-year project of Kiwanis, and that submission of such of the general 
membership for a vote to adopt KEEP as a multi-year project under Article IX of the 
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor Foundation, Inc. by-laws. This will be put to vote in two 
weeks (Monday, November 5

th
).     

INTERCLUB REPORT… 
Martha Petrowski announced that Tuesday, October 23

rd
 there will be a super interclub 

hosted by Ann Arbor Western Kiwanis at Quarter Bistro with program by Tom Wall of the 
T. Wall Foundation: Providing opportunities for Children and Adults with disabilities".  
Please plan to arrive by 11:45am. Meeting begins at 12pm and lunch costs $12. Quarter 
Bistro is located at 300 S. Maple Rd in Ann Arbor. 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE COMING WEEK... 
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Mon-Sat Sale See Pages 7, 8 and 9 

Fri-Sat Sale See Pages 9 and 10 

Vouchers 
10/25—Ellen Webb, Jean Robinson, Susan Smith, Bud Roberts, Dee Smit,  
Sally Lamkin, Eloise Lavin, Claire Dahl, Jim Carey, Mark Lavin 

Invocation John Dahl 

Meeting Greet-
ers 

Bryce Babcock, Ann Mattson, Fred Sanchez 

Hospitality Dale Leslie  

Newsletter Emily Allshouse  

Cashier Jerry Brown  

mailto:jkidle@gmail.com


TODAY’S PROGRAM CONTINUED… 

What are the results of Gerry Mandering?  Seats won do not reflect votes cast, voters feel their 
votes don’t count, vast majority of districts aren’t competitive and the party in power meets 
behind closed doors and draws voting maps to its benefit.  How did this happen?  For those 
wanting to learn more, Margaret recommends checking out the book “Ratfu**ked, The True 
Story Behind the Secret Plan to Steal America’s Democracy” by David Daley. It details the RED-
MAP project.  What are our options for change?  States currently use 5 different ways of cre-
ating district lines: 1. Legislative committee creates a map for final legislative approval (31 
states) 2. Advisory committee drafts a plan, but it is subject to legislative approval (5 states) 3. 
Politician created – designated elected officials comprise commission and draw final maps (7 
states) 4. Independent Commission – citizens raw maps with no approval from legislature re-
quired (6 states) 5. Iowa – non-partisan legislative staff draws them (only state that does this).  
Proposal 2 on the Michigan ballot most closely reflects California’s current system of drawing 
lines where there are 14 members – 5 democrats, 5 republicans, 4 neither party - who will be 
randomly selected by the Secretary of State  and will prohibit certain people from being in-
volved in the process.  This group of people will then be in charge of creating the voting dis-
tricts in Michigan every 10 years. There are many organizations across the state who publicly 
support proposal 2 including the League of Women Voters Michigan.  This proposal is in place 
to make the process of drawing election maps transparent, impartial and fair and helps voter’s 
voices to be heard and votes count. Get out there and vote on November 6th, 2018 and make 
your voice heard!! Here is a link to see if you are registered to vote and to find your poling 
place in the State of Michigan https://webapps.sos.state.mi.us/MVIC/ 
 

ANNOUNEMENTS CONTINUED… 

 Bob Carr announced that the Member Recognition Committee will begin to 
take nominations for Hixson awards which will be handed out on December 10

th
 at 

our weekly meeting.  To nominate someone, email William or Bob Carr.  As a re-
minder, to be considered for a Hixson Fellowship, a member must demonstrate ex-
ceptional dedication to the Club and its Objects during the course of a single year.  
The may be achieved in various ways such as excellence as chair of a committee, 
outstanding success in recruiting, extraordinary involvement by a new member, or 
other comparable contributions to the Club.  Nonmembers may also be nominated 
but must have made a significant contribution of time and effort to the Club.   

 Jane Talcott announced an event hap-
pening on Saturday hosted by the Saline 
Kiwanis Club called Win Big for Kids.  
Please see details on flyer 

 A successful interclub last week at Chel-
sea saw 5 of our members in attendance:  
Claire Dahl, Charlie Phibbs, Jim and 
Ann Mattson, and Mitch Goodkin.  The 
presentation was about Rosie the Riveter. 
See our beloved Rosie, Claire, in the pic-
ture below. 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 
“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special Items 
on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Buy Kiwanis Club of 
Ann Arbor Gear! 

Click here. 
Kiwanis Nike Golf Dri-
FIT Swoosh Perforated 

Cap Only $25! 

Since 1921, 

proceeds from 

Kiwanis Thrift 

Sale, gifts from our 

members, and the 

work of our 

volunteers to 

benefit our 

community totals 

over $6,700,000.  

... .... --- .--. / .- - / - .... . / -.- .. .-- .- -. .. ... / - .... .-. .. ..-. - / ... .- .-.. . 

“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

 
 

https://webapps.sos.state.mi.us/MVIC/
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor


FINES… 
Fred Sanchez proposed a fine on any person in the room who has never nominated a person for a Hixson 
fellowship award.  It was seconded and passed unanimously.  
 

HAPPY DOLLARS... 

 Fred Max Ziegler gave three happy dollars – the first was for his granddaughter winning $100 at Plum Mar-
ket for a pumpkin decorating contest.  His second was in honor of some medical supplies that he and Ann 
Mattson found while working the dock and knew we couldn ’t use so they were able to donate them to 
John Sampsell for the Haiti Nursing Project - $1,880 in total worth of supplies!  Lastly, he has two tickets to 
Hamilton in Chicago for Carol Presley’s VIP Adventures trip she is planning on November 20

th
 and 21st 

and they can’t go any longer.  Please contact Max if you’re interested in them.   
 
 Betty Harper left a happy dollar for OSU’s academic excellence and amazing veterinary medicine program. 
 
 Peter Schork had two happy dollars for having John Simpson in attendance and for being friends with 

him for his entire life and for also bestowing on Peter the chance to be his son’s godfather.   
 
 Larry French gave $20 happy dollars for his trip to Italy with his wife, Lynn. They spent most of their 

time in Sicily and one day were visiting a church in Taormina.  This church was first built around 1100 and ren-
ovated in 1620.  Upon walking around, Larry saw a sign that said “the Kiwanis Club of Taormina in cooperation 
with the Diocese helped make the church, through a side entrance, handicap accessible. 

 
 Bob Gray wanted to thank all the volunteers who stepped up to help last week with the sale.  A remind-

er that there is a continuing need to help staff the sale in a number of roles.  Also, starting next Monday, 70 
pallets worth of Christmas items will start to be priced (about 1800 cubic feet of merchandise).  Lunch will be 
served for all workers – please let Bob know so meals can be planned accordingly (or get in contact with Max 
Ziegler or Mary Stewart).   

 
 Jim Wolfington gave $10 happy dollars for the Kiwanians who attended the Ele’s Place Breakfast last 

Wednesday.  The annual event raised over $400,000 this year. 
 
 Skylar Gleason of Circle K offered $5 happy dollars.  Her first was for going home for her mom ’s birth-

day to Leelanau County last weekend and having some home cooked meals over fall break.  Her next dollar 
was for seeing Judge Simpson and also Ann Mattson –both mentors of hers with the Washtenaw County Pub-
lic Defender’s Office.  The next was for Circle K’s trick or can event which members collect canned food items 
to donate to Food Gatherers.  If you’d like to donate, get in touch with Skylar.  Next Thursday (November 1

st
), 

Circle K is holding their annual “Meet and Greet” before the general Circle K meeting – it starts at 6:30pm 
and donuts/cider will be served.  Kiwanians are invited to attend to get to know the Circle K students. This 
meeting is at Palmer Commons Forum Hall. Lastly, Circle K’s annual 24 hour service day is coming up (Nov. 
10

th
 and 11

th
) and they are looking for some fundraising help. An envelope was passed around at the meeting 

but if you weren’t able to contribute and would like to, please contact Skylar (proceeds go to their charity of 
choice which this year is Covenant House).  $100 or more gets you listed on the t-shirt this year!  Skylar’s 
email is skygleas@umich.edu if you have any questions about the events or want to give money. 

 
 Dan Burroughs had $10 happy dollars for John Sampsell and his excitement for the Haitian Nursing 

Project and the supplies they received from us. 
 
 Mitch Goodkin had a happy dollar for a trip to Eau Claire Wisconsin and had some pictures to show 

from the Paul Bunyan Logging Museum. 
 
 Al Gallup  gave a happy dollar for Karen Gallup (a volunteer in women’s clothing) who has been in two 

state-wide art shows recently and has won monetary awards in both of them. 
 
 Margaret Leary (our gracious speaker) also threw $10 happy dollars in the pot! Thanks, Margaret!  
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Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 
 
 Angell Elementary Huron High School 

Pioneer High School U of M Circle K WISD Aktion Club 

mailto:skygleas@umich.edu
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 

Attendance: 
62 

 
Fines: 
$15.94 

Happy $: 
$69 

 
Mott Pot: 
$0 Today 

$0 YTD 

Vouchers: 
$2,219 

 11 Families 
$5,664 YTD 

28 Families YTD 

Thrift Sale: 

Friday: 
$8,220 

Saturday: 
$9,787 

Other: 
$0 

TOTAL: 
$18,007 

$52,236 YTD 
(Unofficial) 


●

●
T

h
e 

fa
ct

 t
h

at
 y

o
u

 a
re

 t
ak

in
g

 t
im

e 
to

 r
e
ad

 t
h

is
 i

n
d

ic
at

es
 a

 h
ig

h
 a

p
ti

tu
d

e 
fo

r 
b

ei
n

g
 a

 n
ew

sl
et

te
r 

ed
it

o
r 


 E
m

ai
l 

Jo
h

n
 K

id
le

 a
t 

jk
id

le
@

g
m

ai
l.
co

m
 i

m
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 t
o

 v
o

lu
n

te
er

 ●
●


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Haiti Nurses 
Project 

2 3 4 
Kiwanis Young 
Professionals 

6:30pm 

5 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

6 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

7 8 Barbara 
McQuade 

9 10 11 12 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

13 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

14 15 Flint Water 
Crisis 

16 
6:30pm Board 

Meeting 

17 18 19 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

20 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

21 22 League of 
Women Voters 

23 24 25 26 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

27 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

28 29 Laugh Yoga 30 31    

October 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Kiwanis Young 
Professionals 

6:30pm 

2 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

3 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

4 5 Honorary 
Member Recog-
nition 

6 7 8 9 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

10 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

11 12 Mott Chil-
dren’s Hospital 

13 
 

14 15 16 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

17 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

18 19 Aktion Club 20 21 22 23 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

24 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

25 26 Community 
Music School 

27 28 29 30 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

 

November 2018 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIWANIS CLUB 
OF ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-665-2211 

Emily Allshouse | Kemner Iott Benz | 734.929.3877 
eallshouse@kemneriottbenz.com | We Know Insurance. You Know Us. Let’s Talk! 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 248-932-5450 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474 

Carol's VIP Adventures - Group Travel for Active Adults 
Carol Presley, Travel Coordinator carolsvipadventures.com 

Clarity Financial Advisors, Mark S. Wishka, ChFC, CFP, CLU, CRPC, 
CASL, REBC, RHU, CDFA, CLTC—734-995-3996, markwishka.com 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
 734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

"Serving the Children of the World" 

Other Links: 

 Michigan District Kiwanis 
Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

 Kiwanis International 

 Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
6:30pm first Wednesday of 
Month 

 U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check 
Calendar on Website) 

 Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

 Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at Quarter Bistro 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop 
Off: 

Fridays and Saturdays 
9am-12:30pm 

 
Call for Donation Pickup: 

734-665-0450 

The Kiwanis Center 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:eallshouse@kemneriottbenz.com
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
http://carolsvipadventures.com/
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.s.wishka/
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://www.kiwanissale.com/


Monday-
Saturday 
Sorting, 
Pricing, 

Testing and 
Repair 

Schedule 
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Monday-Saturday 
Sorting, Pricing, 

Testing and Repair 
Schedule 
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Friday and Satur-
day Sale Workers 
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