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TODAY’S PROGRAM... 

Ele’s Place 
Jim Wolfington introduced today’s speaker, 
Monica Brancheau, the Manager and Director of 
Ele’s Place. Ele’s Place was started in Lansing, 
MI in 1989 by Betsy and Woody Stover after their 
11 month old daughter Ele died. They found that 
their surviving children were grieving in a much 
different manner than they were as adults. Real-
izing they didn’t really know how to help their 
kids, they looked for local peer to peer support 
groups and found nothing. With the help of the 
Dougy Center of Portland, OR, the only center of 
this type at the time, they started Ele’s Place in 
the basement of a Lansing Church. 

Ele’s Place, “a healing center for grieving chil-
dren and teens” is just that; a place for children 
and teens to come together to learn how to un-
derstand, accept, and cope with the death of a 
parent or sibling. Whether expected or sudden, a 
loss of this kind is devastating to a family in many ways. Being with peers and knowing they 
aren’t alone in this struggle is precisely what these kids need to start healing. Ms Brancheau 
noted that most of these kids don’t have this support with their own friends because their 
friends don’t understand the true impact of such a loss, expecting them to “get over it”. Ser-
vices are aged-based and the kids are taught how to express their grief in creative ways that 
allow them to also celebrate and remember the joy this person brought to their lives. Ele’s 
Place also offers services to the adults in the family, who meet alone while their kids are 
meeting. 

They now have four branches where they’ve helped over 26,000 families and meet with an 
average of 100 families a week. They also offer Ele’s Group, an eight week school-based 
program. This is all done with the help of 150 active volunteers and, most important, this is all 
offered FREE to any family who has suffered a loss. Sadly, a recent study found that 1 in 12 
children in Michigan will lose a parent or sibling before the age of 18 so this service is very 
much needed. 

Ms Brancheau thanked us for the grant awarded to Ele’s Place to support Ele’s Group and 
we thank her for speaking to us today about this very difficult topic. It takes special people to 
work in this capacity and our continued support can help them bring healing to those least 
able to help themselves. You can find out more at www.elesplace.org.  

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM... 

September 17—SAV Hospitality. Speaker: Bree Stillwell, Lord Fox. Introduction by Dale 
Leslie. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS.... 
 September 24—Installation of Officers. President William Hampton presiding. 

 October 1—Haiti Nurses Project. Speaker: Thom Bales. Introduction by John Sampselle. 

MEETINGS... 

After the meeting today: Personnel and Building & Building and Equipment Committees. 

September 10, 2018 

Monica Brancheau 

https://www.elesplace.org/
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Kidle, at jkidle@gmail.com. 

GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…  

Deb Jones introduced our guests today: Kathy Hellner, daughter of Harry Hawkins, Ann 
Hanton, wife of Doug Hanton, Jeff Guyton, guest of Jim Dries, Doug Nie of Kiwanis West 
and Skylar Gleason, Melissa Zhou and Jaylene Gutierrez, all of Circle K. Welcome and 
thanks for joining us today! 

HOSPITALITY…  

Don Kossick reports that John Dahl is progressing well after knee surgery. Clarence 
Dukes didn’t have his procedure scheduled last Friday but will have it this Friday instead. 
Member Jeanette thanks Motor Wheels and the Red Cross for the services provided to 
her. Don hasn’t had luck contacting members who have not been in attendance for some 
time so please let us know if you have any information not noted here. 

We also sadly announce the passing of Rip Kinney’s wife Judy on Tuesday, Sept. 11. 
Visitation will be Sunday from 2-5 at Nie Funeral Home and the service is Monday at 
11:00am at Westside United Methodist Church. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS…  

 The next Interclub will be held on Thursday, September 20 at Whitmore Lake. The pot-
luck starts at 6:00 with the meeting commencing at 6:30.  The hall is located at 9101 
Main Street (Northfield Twp. Community Center). 

 Clarence Dukes is asking for nominations or 2018-2019 Honorary Members 
(nominations are due 9/10/2018) and Honored Volunteers (nominations due 
9/17/2018). 

 Emily Allshouse met with Bree Stillwell of the Lord Fox and Roger Monk’s property 
who’ll be speaking to our group next week.  Bree is really interested in the history of 
the property and would love anyone who has any stories, pictures, etc., to please bring 
them to share with her and the rest of us when she visits. 

 President William Hampton announced that our Club has been recognized by Kiwa-
nis International for our contribution of over $100,000 to the Eliminate Project. Way to 
go team! 

AWARDS... 

After giving us a report on another 
great District Convention, Kathy 
Wilder presented our very own 
Bob Gray with the 2017-2018 Extra 
Mile Award, awarded by the Past 
Lt. Governor’s Council at the Dis-
trict Convention. Bob accepted this 
much deserved award to a standing 
ovation, while numerous members 
spoke of his tireless efforts support-
ing Kiwanis and its mission. Con-
gratulations Bob! You’re a big part 
of making our Club what it is and 
we’re thankful to have you.  

ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE COMING WEEK... 
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Mon-Sat Sale See Pages 7 and 8 

Fri-Sat Sale See Pages 9 and 10 

Vouchers 
9/13—Ellen Webb, Sallie Sheridan, Carla Summers, Bud Roberts, Bob Carr, 
Dee Smit, Deb Rydzor, Jim Carey and Mark Lavin. 

Invocation Dale Leslie 

Meeting Greet-
ers 

Evan LeRoy, Bill Heller, Jean Robinson  

Hospitality Don Kossick  

Newsletter Sandy Rabidoux 

Cashier Mark Lavin  

mailto:jkidle@gmail.com


FINES... 

Dale Leslie had a special hospitality item concerning Harry Hawkins but Dale didn’t 
show today and somehow this item turned into Max Ziegler proposing a fine on anyone 
who didn’t attend the Meechigan Football party this past Friday. In honor of Doug 
Ziesemer attending today’s meeting after a prolonged absence, Dan Dever next pro-
posed a fine on anyone who isn’t Doug Ziesemer. Both passed with little opposition. 
Sue Dailey then fined herself .50 for not being at the meeting for two weeks and we let 
that one pass too. 

HAPPY DOLLARS... 

 Kathy Wilder is happy today for all those who attended the District Conference and 
applauded the efforts of Sue Dailey and others to promote the conference being 
held at our very own Club next year. 

 Sue Dailey is happy to 
have attended her 37th 
Kiwanis Convention this 
past weekend and 
thanks Kathy Wilder 
for helping to make is 
possible. 

 Larry French is appreciative for all the cards and words of support concerning his 
sister, who is in hospice at this time.  

 Joe Medrano is happy for being able to attend his 44th consecutive District Conven-
tion and also for the privilege of applauding Bob Gray this year. 

 Claire Dahl is happy for the Green 
Bay Packers win over the Bears on 
Sunday. She also asks that we reflect 
upon the anniversary of the Sept 11 
tragedy, the first responders and those 
who lost their lives, and to think about 
how it’s changed our country. 

 Max Ziegler is happy for the volunteer luncheon hosted by Mary Stewart and Kathy 
Barden Perlberg, for his 80th birthday this coming Wednesday, and mostly, for be-
ing married to his wonderful wife Carol for 54 years! 

 Larry Dittmar is happy the enormous tree that fell on his property while he was 
coming up the drive fell where it did and not a few inches over. If so, it would had 
taken him and not just the side mirror from his truck. A worker on the property had a 
similar near miss in the high winds. Glad you’re both safe! 

 Jaylene Gutierrez is happy for the enthusiastic response she’s getting from new 
Circle K members. 

 Melissa Zhou is happy and excited for the new school year and for the U of M win 
over Western on Saturday. 

 Skyler Gleason is happy to be back at Kiwanis and for the video our Club made to 
congratulate her when she was elected President of Circle K. Watching the video 
was a comfort for her while she was so far away in Argentina this summer. 

 Luke Panning is happy for his upcoming trip to Italy with his wife. He assumes he’ll 
return. 

 Fred Sanchez is happy for the U of M win and reminds us Western was no pusho-
ver. The Wolverines earned that win! 

 Bryce Babcock is happy for having Bob Gray as not only a member of 
our Club but also as a great friend. 

 President William is also happy for Bob Gray and for the fact that (prior 
to print) the Detroit Lions are undefeated. 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special Items 
on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Buy Kiwanis Club of Ann 
Arbor Gear! 

Click here. 
Kiwanis Nike Golf Dri-
FIT Swoosh Perforated 

Cap Only $25! 

Since 1921, 

proceeds from 

Kiwanis Thrift 

Sale, gifts from 

our members, 

and the work of 

our volunteers to 

benefit our 

community totals 

over $6,300,000.  

... .... --- .--. / .- - / - .... . / -.- .. .-- .- -. .. ... / - .... .-. .. ..-. - / ... .- .-.. . 

Sue Dailey 

Claire Dahl 

Bryce 
Babcock 

http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 

Attendance: 
62 

Fines: 
$19.44 

Happy $: 
$182.32 

Mott Pot: 
$0 Today 

$2,010 YTD 

Vouchers: 
$1,062 

6 Families 
$78,926 YTD 

404 Families YTD 

Thrift Sale: 

Friday: 
$8,663 

Saturday: 
$9,858 

Other: 
$0 

TOTAL: 
$18,521 

$674,702 YTD 
(Unofficial) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

2 3 
 
 

Labor Day 

4 Albert Kahn in 
Detroit 

5 6 
Kiwanis Young 
Professionals 

6:30pm 

7 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

8 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

9 10 Ele’s Place 11 12 13 14 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

15 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

16 17 Horizon: 
New Lord Fox 

18 
6:30pm Board 

Meeting 

19 20 21 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

22 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

23 24 Installation of 
Officers 

25 26 27 28 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

29 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

30       

September 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Haiti Nurses 
Project 

2 3 4 
Kiwanis Young 
Professionals 

6:30pm 

5 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

6 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

7 8 Barbara Ma-
Quade 

9 10 11 12 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

13 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

14 15 Flint Water 
Crisis 

16 
6:30pm Board 

Meeting 

17 18 19 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

20 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

21 22 League of 
Women Voters 

23 24 25 26 Sale & Do-
nations: TKC 9-1 

27 Sale & Dona-
tions: TKC 9-1 

28 29 Laugh Yoga 30 31    

October 2018 
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WELCOME BACK CIRCLE K! 

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 

“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 
Angell Elementary 

Huron High School 
Pioneer High School U of M Circle K WISD Aktion Club 

Yay, Circle K is on the scene again! Welcome L>R Skylar Gleason, 
Jaylene Gutierrez, and Melissa Zhou who attended today’s meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 

Click here to vote on whether you 
would be interested in a Kiwanis spe-
cial cause license plate. Last day to 

vote is September 15. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Special Program Coming December 3… 

 

Red Berenson, UM 
Men’s Ice Hockey 
Head Coach, Talks 

UM Hockey! 

Sample 

http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnUlBGOgf2llI275hPd8DKBInIwGtplWSJSRtQTa-bEieF5A/viewform


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIWANIS CLUB 
OF ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-665-2211 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
 734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474  

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 248-932-5450 

Clarity Financial Advisors, Mark S. Wishka, ChFC, CFP, CLU, CRPC, 
CASL, REBC, RHU, CDFA, CLTC—734-995-3996, markwishka.com 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

"Serving the Children of the World" 

Other Links: 

 Michigan District Kiwanis 
Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

 Kiwanis International 

 Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
6:30pm first Wednesday of 
Month 

 U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check 
Calendar on Website) 

 Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

 Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at Quarter Bistro 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop 
Off: 

Fridays and Saturdays 
9am-12:30pm 

 
Call for Donation Pickup: 

734-665-0450 

The Kiwanis Center 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.s.wishka/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://www.kiwanissale.com/


Monday-
Saturday 
Sorting, 
Pricing, 

Testing and 
Repair 

Schedule 
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Friday and 
Saturday 

Sale Work-
ers 

Schedule 
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