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Upcoming Pro-
grams… 
 January 15—Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Day 
Program. Speaker: 
Lynette Clemetson, 
Director of UM Wal-
lace House. Introduc-
tion by Dale Leslie. 

 January 22—”Fake  
News?” Speaker: Jo 
Oehril, U-M. Introduc-
tion by Deb Jones. 

 January 29—On Be-
ing an Entrepreneur. 
Speaker: Ann Marie 
Sastry, Founder and 
CEO, Amesite, a com-
puter software com-
pany. Introduction by 
Demond Johnson. 
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Today’s Program…  
Celebrating Our Success 
Jerry Brown introduced a condensed video of our club’s 
final gala celebration at the Kiwanis Center Downtown 
held on September 28, 2017. Captioned as “Celebrating 
Our Success Past and Future,” the video was produced by 
videographer Jim Campbell, whom Jerry introduced at our 
luncheon. 

The video began by recounting the club’s successful be-
ginnings as relayed by Sheridan Springer. Chartered in 
1921 with 60 members, the club raised funds through card 
parties to benefit Mott Hospital and also sold copies of the 
Ann Arbor News with a special front and rear page depict-
ing club activities. The Kiwanis rummage sale began in 
1927, held in vacant downtown buildings, and moved to 
the Armory in 1948. Sherry described the process of pur-
chasing the Kiwanis Center Downtown from the Swisher 
family in the mid-1960s for a total price of $60,000, payable 
$5,000 per year.  

Kathy Barden-Perlberg followed Sherry, recognizing our marvelous members and vivacious 
volunteers. Kathy, wearing her Kiwanis work apron to emphasize the endless hours and years of 
service to the club and community by our volunteers, focused on the fifth object of Kiwanis, 
which describes altruistic service as a means of building better communities. Kathy dedicated 
her talk to her father, Robert Barden Sr., the only club member not only to serve as president 
but also to have both a son and daughter serve as club president. 

The September evening was capped by Peter Schork, describing our commitment to the fu-
ture.  Peter described the leasing of a second Kiwanis location in 2011 to enhance our capacity 
for storage, sorting and recycling. Peter described our need to become more of a business as we 
hired a permanent sales manager and added staff. Peter recognized Burt and Sally Lamkin for 
their pioneering of our voucher program as well as Bob Carr and Ellen Webb who continued 
vouchers. This year alone, the voucher program assisted 383 families in need and provided 
goods valued at over $70,000. The acquisition of Kiwanis Center West tripled our retail space 
while providing ample parking and sorting space as well as suitable facilities for club meetings. 
In 96 years of giving, our club has had over $8.8 million in sales and has donated over $6 million 
to those in need. 

The full video of the celebration is at www.YouTube.com/WATCHMANOFTHETRACKS. Once at 
this site, click on the “playlists” tab and then click on the video labeled as “Kiwanis.” 

Next Week’s Program... 
January 8—Hixson Awards. Presenter: Harry Cross. 

Meetings... 
Membership Growth & Education, the Sales Steering Committee and Warm the Children will all 
meet after the club luncheon next week, January 8. 

January 2, 2018 

Jim Campbell, videographer for 
the September 28 event, and Spe-
cial Guest for this Kiwanis Meeting 

Program, and Program MC Jerry 
Brown.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/WatchmanOfTheTracks
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Do you have news for the 
newsletter, or are you inter-
ested in advertising? Con-
tact Publisher, John Kidle, 
at jkidle@gmail.com. 

Guests at Our Club…  
We were blessed with numerous guests, introduced by Ken Hillenburg.   

Ken turned to Ellen Webb, who asked her visiting family members from Wisconsin and Min-
nesota to stand and be recognized:  Robin Webb, Erin Webb, Brian Webb and Millie Webb. 

Ken introduced Luz Snider, wife of Bob Snider, and Arno Buhrer, husband of Pat Buhrer. 
Mark Levin, husband of Eloise Levin, also joined us. 

Three Circle K members were also our luncheon guests:  Melissa Zhou, Courtney Beauchamp 
and Jill Davidson. Charlie Phibbs, visiting Kiwanian—and soon-to-be-inducted member of 
our club—was also our guest. 

Hospitality…  
Max Ziegler asked for a moment of silence in honor of past Kiwanian Jim Wheaton, who 
died on December 17. Max also reported that we have just learned of Jeanette Okuley’s 
heart attack on December 3. Jeanette has asked that there be no cards, phone calls, or visi-
tors. 

Announcements… 
 Garry Evans congratulated all Kiwanians, Kiwanis volunteers, family and friends who 

rang bells for the Salvation Army on December 23. It was a good day with big numbers, 
augmented by an anonymous 2.5 x match (with the match, a gift to the Salvation Army 
bucket of $10 became a donation of $25). The grand total of bucket donations, not 
counting the match, was $10,583. 

 Hersey Kiss Golden Bells were awarded to bell ringers at 
the top three locations:  In third place was Kroger—
Maple Road, North Door ($1,030); second, TJ Maxx 
($1,126); and in first place, Kroger—Plymouth Road 
($1,298). 

 It was a special honor to have Wally Niemann at our 
luncheon. Garry honored Wally as the “Bell Ringer of the 
Year.” Wally has been a member for more than 65 years 
and has been ringing bells with the club for the Salva-
tion Army since Kiwanis started bell ringing. Acknowl-
edging his introduction earlier in the program, Wally 
told us that the worst thing about getting old is stand-
ing up. 

 President-elect William Hampton, who ran the meeting, announced January birthdays. 
In addition to birthdays of our club members, visiting Kiwanian Charlie Phibbs was rec-
ognized for his birthday on January 5. William told us that Eloise Lavin’s birthday is Janu-
ary 8, the birthday of Elvis Presley. But Eloise denied this special affiliation with the King 
of Rock and Roll, claiming to be born January 5. William also proudly announced that 
January 4 is his 34th wedding anniversary to his wife, Esther. 

 There was no interclub report. 

Assignments for the Coming Week... 
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KCW Cashiers & 
Sales 

See Pages 9 and 10 

KCW Sorting & 
Pricing 

See Pages 7 and 8 

Vouchers 
1/4—Ellen Webb, Larry French, Jim Carey, Nancy Schenk, Jerry Brown, Jean 
Robinson, Dee Smit, Bud Roberts  

Invocation Jerry Brown 

Greeters January—Ken Hillenburg (A), Jim Blomquist, Alan Burg  

Hospitality Max Ziegler (734)649-3979  

Newsletter January—Gordon Beeman  

Cashier Doug Hanton 

Garry Evans and Wally Niemann 

mailto:jkidle@gmail.com


Fines… 
Garry Evans moved that anyone who can’t match Wally Niemann’s service to the club of 
more than 65 years be fined. We all paid.   

Nick Dever attempted to fine Wally Niemann, but the effort backfired since no one 
would second the motion. Then brother Dan moved to modify the motion, requiring Nick 
to pay the fine. Dan’s motion passed, and Nick reluctantly paid. 

Happy Dollars…  
 Dale Leslie was happy to have attended the Rose Bowl 46 years ago on January 2; he 

then entered the US Army the very next day. Three months later the Army sent him to 
Alaska and it was “all downhill from there.” 

 Sherry Springer was happy to be at the same club luncheon as Wally Niemann, who 
has the most seniority of any current Kiwanian in our club. Wally joined in 1952. Sherry 
is #2, joining in 1960. 

 Betty Jean Harper (aka “Betty the Buckeye”) contributed $1 because Claire Dahl ex-
tended good wishes to Betty for the Ohio State Buckeyes. Betty kicked in another $1 
for the privilege of sharing her rendition of the Ohio State fight song. 

 Lynne Lande was happy to have received a Christmas letter from Fern Williams, surviv-
ing spouse of longtime member Ron Williams, in response to the Christmas card sent 
to Fern with club member signatures. For the first time in 50 years, Fern did not send 
out a Christmas letter in 2016 following Ron’s death. Fern explains in her Christmas 
letter that she and Ron met at a broom dance at Ohio State in1952 and were married 
on June 15, 1954, four days after their Ohio State graduation. The address is: 

Ms. Fern E Williams 
3344 Oakwood Village Dr. E. 
Springfield, Ohio 45503 

 Bob Snider happily expressed nostalgia about the type of weather he had when living 
in Fairbanks, Alaska. The Fairbanks weather was very similar to what we are currently 
experiencing in Michigan.  Bob worked for a weather bureau in Fairbanks, and his daily 
forecast was invariably “Clear as a bell, cold as hell.” 

 Ellen Webb contributed multiple happy dollars for her family members’ visit. 

 Fred Sanchez was pleased with the Michigan State bowl victory over Washington 
State, and Fred also is a fan of Jim Harbaugh and is happy with the Michigan defense. 

 Kathy Barden-Perlberg was happy that the Kiwanis newsletter still comes out in pa-
per, which permits her to review it joyfully most every week with her father, Robert 
Barden Sr. She was especially happy to see the centennial memory gem that appeared 
in our last newsletter, written by brother Bob in honor of Gerald (Gerry) Lutz. Gerry 
was virtually blind, but that did not slow down his good spirits nor his decades of ser-
vice through Kiwanis. 

 Kathie Wilder was happy to be back home from her holiday trip to visit family and 
friends in North Dakota, where the low temperature registered a frigid -45 degrees. 

A2Y Chamber Early Edition Tech Talk... 
The Early Edition breakfast series begins the 2018 year by bringing together leaders in the 
Technology industry to discuss how the changes and opportunities in the Tech Sector in 
2018 may impact our community. Location: Kensington Hotel, 3500 S. State Street. When: 
January 17, 7:00-8:45am. Cost: $25 for members (all Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor members 
are members of the A2Y Chamber). 

Has Your Contact Info Changed? 
If so, please provide the updated information to Bob Gray (rhgray@umich.edu) so the 
online member list can be revised. 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special Items 
on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Kiwanis Merchandise 
is now available online 

at A2kiwanis.org or 
here. Samples 

available at KCW. 

Since 1921 

Over $6,000,000 

in Proceeds from 

the Kiwanis 

Thrift Sale have 

been used to 

Benefit Our 

Community. 

mailto:rhgray@umich.edu
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://a2kiwanisfoundation.org/
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor


Page 4 Volume 9, Issue 14 

This Week’s 
Numbers 

 

Attendance: 
52 

Fines: 
$18.40 

Happy $: 
$24 

Mott Pot: 
$0 Today 

$571.59 YTD 

Vouchers: 
$848 

1 Family 
$18,865 YTD 

97 Families YTD 

Thrift Sale: 

Kiwanis 
Center: 
$7,267 

Other: 
$720 

TOTAL: 
$7,987 

$137,640 YTD 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 
 

New Year’s Day 

2 KCD Farewell 

Party Video 

3 4 
KYP Meeting 

5 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
6 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

7 8 Hixson Awards 9 10 11 12 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
13 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

14 15 MLK, Jr. Day 

Program 
 

MLK, Jr. Day 

16 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm at TKC 

17 18 19 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
20 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

21 22 Fake News? 23 24 25 26 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
27 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

28 29 Being an 

Entrepreneur 

30 31    

January 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

KYP Meeting 

2 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
3 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

4 5 Flight of the 

Butterflies 

6 7 8 9 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
10 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

11 12 A2 Communi-

ty Foundation 
13 14 

 
 

Valentine’s Day 

15 16 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
17 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

18 19 Income Ine-

quality 
 

Presidents’ Day 

20 

 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm at TKC 

21 22 23 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
24 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

25 26 City of Ann 

Arbor 
27 28    

February 2018 



Something To Do On a Cold Winter’s Day... 
Visit the Museum on Main Street and learn about the history of our club. Dale Leslie is a member of the Society board of 
directors. Go to washtenawhistory.org for more info. 
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“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 

WISD Aktion Club U of M Circle K 
Huron High School 

Pioneer High School Angell Elementary 

http://washtenawhistory.org/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan District of Kiwanis Program Coming February 17... 
 

KIWANIS CLUB 
OF ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-665-2211 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
 734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474  

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 734-930-0555 

Clarity Financial Advisors, Mark S. Wishka, ChFC, CFP, CLU, CRPC, 
CASL, REBC, RHU, CDFA, CLTC—734-995-3996, markwishka.com 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

"Serving the Children of the World" 

Other Links: 
 Michigan District Kiwanis 

Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

 Kiwanis International 

 Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
6pm first Thurs. of Month 

 U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check Cal-
endar on Website) 

 Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

 Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at Quarter Bistro 

 Kiwanis Ann Arbor Morning 
Edition, Meets 8:30am 2nd & 
4th Weds. at Guy Hollerin’s 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop Off: 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-12:30pm 
 

Call for Donation Pickup: 
734-665-0450 

The Kiwanis Center 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.s.wishka/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
https://kiwanismorningedition.org/
https://kiwanismorningedition.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
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Cashier and 
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