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Upcoming Pro-
grams… 
 February 5—Flight of 

the Butterflies. Speak-
er: Manja Holland. 
Introduction by: Dale 
Leslie. 

 February 12—A2 
Community Founda-
tion. Speaker: Neel 
Hajra. Introduction by: 
Alan Burg. 

 February 19—Income 
Inequality. Speaker: 
Jim Gruber. Introduc-
tion by: Deb Jones. 
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Today’s Program…  
Deb Jones introduced our speaker, University of Michigan 
Learning Librarian Jo Angela Oehrli, who spoke on one of 
today’s hottest topics, Fake News. Jo was joined by her col-
league, Shevon Desai, who is a UM Communication Studies 
Librarian. Shevon assists Jo with one of the classes that Jo 
teaches at UM, “Fake News, Lies, and Propaganda.” 

Jo began the program by asking us to talk among ourselves 
at our luncheon tables, discussing examples of fake news 
and thinking about how we know these news stories might 
be fake. When Jo asked what clues might identify fake news, 
John Goff said we should be suspect of news coming from 
social media. Jo then mentioned that 45% of people get their 
news from Facebook. Dan Dever suggested we should be 
skeptical of news stories that are contrary to our personal experience and logic. Jo said to watch 
out for news with intensifying language, such as “all” or “the best.” 

Fake news is not limited to one side of the political spectrum, Jo said, nor is it even limited to 
politics. Jo offered a recent example: “Is Tide Discontinuing Their PODs Product Because Con-
sumers Eat Them?” 

Jo recommends that we not just be well read, but widely read. Recognize our own bias. Consult 
multiple sources, including sources across the political spectrum. Be aware of “filter bubbles”: 
sites we visit on the web feed into Google’s algorithm, leading where we are taken on subse-
quent searches. Use different search engines. And, if there are doubts, DON’T SHARE IT. 

Next Week’s Program... 
January 29—On Being an Entrepreneur. Speaker: Ann Marie Sastry, Founder and CEO, Amesite, a 
computer software company. Introduction by Demond Johnson. 

Meetings... 
The Grant Coordination Committee will meet next Monday, January 29, before the Kiwanis 
luncheon at 10:45 AM. 

An area to post notices of committee meetings has been established in our KCW luncheon 
room just outside the kitchen. Meeting notices will also continue to be announced at club 
luncheons and in the newsletter. 

Michigan District Event... 

January 22, 2018 

Shevon Desai and Jo Angela 

http://mi.portalbuzz.com/(X(1)S(i10lkol2y2rmi2zq3efqwubm))/Page/32270
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Do you have news for the 
newsletter, or are you inter-
ested in advertising? Con-
tact Publisher, John Kidle, 
at jkidle@gmail.com. 

Guests at Our Club…  
Ken Hillenburg introduced two of our Kiwanis staff who joined us for lunch, Tanya Salamin 
and Alex Bowman. Ken welcomed Mark Lavin, husband of Eloise Lavin. We were also de-
lighted to have Jill Davidson, Melissa Zhou, and Alyssa Schmidt, all of Circle K, as luncheon 
guests. 

Hospitality…  
Max Ziegler reported the good news that he has received no hospitality reports. However, 
John Goff informed us that his wife, Sherri, has injured both knees in a skiing accident. She is 
at home and cannot drive; further treatment is awaiting MRI results. 

Announcements… 
 CLOTHES DEPARTMENT IS OPEN—HOORAY! Pres Gretchen happily announced that 

the clothing department has now opened, beginning with last week’s sale! Last week 
members and volunteers worked 595 hours, up roughly 100 hours from the week before, 
mainly due to the addition of clothes in Room 1100. A certificate of occupancy for Room 
1100 was obtained on Thursday afternoon, just hours before last week’s sale began. 

 Sale Report—Max Ziegler assisted Jim Wolfington’s report of thrift sale work assign-
ments by announcing sales totals, adding the important note that we need more mem-
bers to assist our core of dedicated volunteers and members that prepare for the sale 
throughout the week. The sale is gaining momentum and the lot is full, Max observed. 

 Parking Changes—With the parking lot overflow on sale days, Nick Dever announced 
several changes. First, the WAVE bus will no longer stop in our parking lot but will instead 
stop on Jackson Road, due to parking lot congestion. The “no parking” signs on the 
southerly side of the building will be removed, since this area is no longer needed for the 
bus stop. After a comment by Eloise Lavin that we do not have enough handicap park-
ing spaces, Nick said that we probably can restore some of the handicap parking spaces 
in the bus stop area; members who need handicapped parking should park in this area 
south of the building, rather than the handicap parking spaces by the sale entry doors on 
the east of the building. Second, Nick announced plans to clear the parking spot berms, 
which will make the gravel lot accessible for parking. Members should park in the gravel 
lot, leaving the paved lot available to customers. 

 Increased Community Giving—Pres Gretchen announced that the board has made 
$150,000 in additional funds available to the Grant Coordination Committee for commu-
nity giving. With funds already allocated for summer camp and scholarships, plus other 
Kiwanis community funding currently in place, total community funding from our foun-
dation now stands at more than $190,000 for this fiscal year. This does not count our 
community giving through the voucher program or goods that Kiwanis is donating di-
rectly to third parties rather than adding to thrift sale inventory. 

 

Announcements continue on page five... 

Assignments for the Coming Week... 
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KCW Cashiers & 
Sales 

See Pages 9 and 10 

KCW Sorting & 
Pricing 

See Pages 7 and 8 

Vouchers 
1/25—Ellen Webb, Eloise Lavin, Mark Lavin, Bob Johnson, Bud Roberts, Carla 
Summers, Jean Robinson, Dee Smit, Susan Smith 

Invocation Max Ziegler 

Greeters January—Ken Hillenburg (A), Jim Blomquist, Alan Burg  

Hospitality Max Ziegler (734)649-3979  

Newsletter January—Gordon Beeman  

Cashier Doug Hanton 

mailto:jkidle@gmail.com


Fines… 
While Jim Wolfington and Max Ziegler were announcing sale assignments and sale to-
tals, the mike at the podium inexplicably fought back with lots of static. Ken Hillenburg 
and Evan LeRoy solved the problem with their technological magic, soothing the every-
one’s frazzled nerves. Dan Dever took this as his cue to catch everyone with a fine, which 
Pres Gretchen declared to pass. We all paid except Ken and Evan. 

Happy Dollars…  
 Bob Gray was double happy. 

First, the streaking meteor that 
blasted Michigan last Tuesday 
passed about a half mile from 
Bob’s and Susan’s home. One 
of their neighbors showed Bob 
seven meteor fragments, 
which look like black lava rock. 
Second, Bob is delighted that 
the thrift sale shoppers have 
reached record numbers, sur-
passing the number of shop-
pers at the nearby Meijer store! 

 Kathie Wilder was delighted 
with Luke Panning’s stellar 
musical performance at The 
Ark. 

 Emily Allshouse followed Bob Gray’s line of thinking, expressing happiness that we 
have more check-out cash registers open at KCW than can be found open at Meijer! 
Emily also reminded us that Mary Stewart and Max Ziegler need help with sorting. 

 Alyssa Schmidt of Circle K informed us that Circle K is fundraising to cover expenses of 
a Circle K service project, helping with clean-up at the James River State Park in Virgin-
ia. 

 Lynne Lande is delighted that we now have a piano in the KCW luncheon meeting 
room. 

 Andrea Kotch Duda was ecstatic with the final bell ringing numbers announced earlier 
by Garry Evans and contributed a happy dollar in recognition of Garry’s outstanding 
leadership . 

Prospective Member… 
Karol Chubb has submitted application for membership in KYP. She is Development Asso-
ciate with Habitat for Humanity.  Second publication. 

 

 

Siesta Key Interclub... 
Jim Mattson, Max Supica, Bill Robb, and 
Ann Mattson enjoyed an interclub at the 
Siesta Key Kiwanis Club on January 24—
70 degrees and sunny! 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special Items 
on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Kiwanis Merchandise 
is now available online 

at A2kiwanis.org or 
here. Samples 

available at TKC. 

Since 1921 

Over $6,300,000 

in Proceeds from 

the Kiwanis 

Thrift Sale have 

been used to 

Benefit Our 

Community. 

Update: Suspected “Meteors from the sky on January 16, 2018” 
found near Bass Lake in Hamburg Township were determined 

NOT to be of Meteor origin by UM Scientists.  The tiles on which 
the suspected pieces are 5.5 inches square.   Bob Gray will re-

tract his statement and chalk this up to more “Fake News”—the 
subject of this week’s program. 

http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://a2kiwanisfoundation.org/
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor


Page 4 Volume 9, Issue 17 

This Week’s 
Numbers 

 

Attendance: 
66 

Fines: 
$21.15 

Happy $: 
$16 

Mott Pot: 
$0 Today 

$571.59 YTD 

Vouchers: 
$2,336 

8 Families 
$24,050 YTD 

118 Families YTD 

Thrift Sale: 

Kiwanis 
Center: 
$15,492 

Other: 
$125 

TOTAL: 
$15,617 

$168,679 YTD 


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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 
 

New Year’s Day 

2 KCD Farewell 

Party Video 

3 4 
KYP Meeting 

5 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
6 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

7 8 Hixson Awards 9 10 11 12 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
13 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

14 15 MLK, Jr. Day 

Program 
 

MLK, Jr. Day 

16 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm at TKC 

17 18 19 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
20 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

21 22 Fake News? 23 24 25 26 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
27 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

28 29 Being an 

Entrepreneur 

30 31    

January 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

KYP Meeting 

2 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
3 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

4 5 Flight of the 

Butterflies 

6 7 8 9 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
10 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

11 12 A2 Communi-

ty Foundation 
13 14 

 
 

Valentine’s Day 

15 16 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
17 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

18 19 Income Ine-

quality 
 

Presidents’ Day 

20 

 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm at TKC 

21 22 23 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
24 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

25 26 City of Ann 

Arbor 
27 28    

February 2018 



Announcements Continued from Page Two... 
 Board Minutes—Pres Gretchen also announced that the minutes of last week’s board meeting may be reviewed in 

the members only section of our website, http://a2kiwanisfoundation.org. At last week’s board meeting, a survey of the 
KCW outlot was authorized for the purpose of defining exactly what can be sold. 

 Community Giving Update—Alan Burg described two important items placed on each luncheon table for discussion. 
The first is a multi-page table showing income sources, disbursements, and flow-through dollars to the community 
from Kiwanis for each year from 1921 through 2017. Much effort has gone into compiling this material, but Alan is still 
striving to capture community giving that might have been missed from the tabulation. Please review and contact Alan 
with any additional information. As it currently stands, the tabulation shows total giving for all years to be in excess of 
$6.3 million. The second item is an update of the flyer that is widely circulated to our customers and community, de-
scribing Kiwanis, outlining causes and listing community nonprofits receiving Kiwanis support, and providing a map 
with directions to the Kiwanis Thrift Sale. More than 3,500 flyers have been printed. 

 Chelsea Interclub—Dave Drake is organizing an interclub for next Monday evening, January 29, at 6:15 PM with the 
Chelsea Kiwanis Club. The meeting will be in the main dining room at Chelsea Hospital, 775 South Main, Chelsea. With 
the new Kiwanis district alignment, organizing interclubs has been more challenging this year, but Dave is working 
hard to make our interclub effort a success. 

 KYP Habitat Home Project—The Kiwanis Young Professionals is teaming up with Habitat for Humanity on February 3, 
Emily Allshouse informed us, to help build a Habitat home. The average Habitat homeowner earns about 30-60% of 
the area’s median income, must save and pay a $1,000 down payment, commit about 250 hours of their own labor in 
the home build process and then make mortgage payments to Habitat for the life of the loan, usually 15 to 30 years. 
Kiwanis Young Professionals is volunteering through the Team Habitat program, providing labor on February 3 and 
donating $1,000. Our Kiwanis Club has been asked to match this fundraising, to double the monetary gift. If you would 
like to help, whether as a volunteer on February 3 or with a personal monetary gift for the fundraising efforts, contact 
Emily Allshouse at Emily.allshouse@gmail.com or 517-673-0860. 

 

 

 Boffo Bell Ringing News—Garry Evans arrived at our luncheon from the Salvation Army head-
quarters, where he learned final bell ringing numbers. Garry announced that Kiwanis raised $62,000 
belling on the Saturday before Christmas, which brought everyone present to their feet with a round of 
applause. Garry figures that each bell ringer earned about $300 per hour, all going to the Salvation Ar-
my. 

 

 

 

Social Activities... 
 Mary Stewart asked those attending the theater outing to pay her for the theater tickets soon.  Cost is $30 per person. 

The outing will be on February 18 at 2:00, to see the widely acclaimed musical, “Million Dollar Quartet,” at the Encore 
Theater in Dexter. Dinner will follow. If interested, contact Mary. 

 Dick Smit announced on behalf of Dale Leslie a trip on Tuesday, January 23, to the Detroit Auto Show. Dale has free 
admission tickets! Those interested will meet at the Arborland Shopping Center at 9:30 AM to depart for the auto show, 
returning by early afternoon. 

 Fred Sanchez announced the upcoming annual Detroit Tigers outing. The trip this year will be on Saturday, August 11, 
with the Tigers playing the Minnesota Twins in an evening game (but no fireworks following the 
game). Tickets are in the same section as previous years, but slightly lower in the stands (section 327, 
rows 6 through 10, behind home plate). Our bus will leave the Pioneer High School parking lot at 3:30 
PM sharp with the expected return around 10:00 PM. As in past years, this will be the Tigers’ annual 
Fiesta Tigres night, in which players of Spanish heritage are recognized and honored. Cost is $70 per 

person. And Fred promises the bus will make it all the way to Comerica Park this year! 
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“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 

WISD Aktion Club U of M Circle K 
Huron High School 

Pioneer High School Angell Elementary 

Garry Evans 

http://a2kiwanisfoundation.org/
mailto:Emily.allshouse@gmail.com
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
A Colorful Kiwanis Centennial Memory Gem... 
Long-time Ann Arbor businessman and landlord, Harry Hawkins, is a fre-
quent Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor Kiwanis Thrift Sale shopper. And he is very 
complimentary about the new sale location (100 N. Staebler Road) and the 
diversity of stock. Harry does have one reservation: "Kiwanis used to sell 
paint. I would buy 10-12 cans and pour and mix their contents in a deep 
trash can. Whatever color resulted is what we brushed on the exterior of 
our rental properties for the next year!" 

KIWANIS CLUB 
OF ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-665-2211 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
 734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474  

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 734-930-0555 

Clarity Financial Advisors, Mark S. Wishka, ChFC, CFP, CLU, CRPC, 
CASL, REBC, RHU, CDFA, CLTC—734-995-3996, markwishka.com 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

"Serving the Children of the World" 

Other Links: 
 Michigan District Kiwanis 

Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

 Kiwanis International 

 Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
6pm first Thurs. of Month 

 U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check Cal-
endar on Website) 

 Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

 Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at Quarter Bistro 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop Off: 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-12:30pm 
 

Call for Donation Pickup: 
734-665-0450 

The Kiwanis Center 

Harry Hawkins 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.s.wishka/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
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