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Upcoming Pro-
grams… 
 January 22—”Fake  

News?” Speaker: Jo 
Oehril, U-M. Introduc-
tion by Deb Jones. 

 January 29—On Be-
ing an Entrepreneur. 
Speaker: Ann Marie 
Sastry, Founder and 
CEO, Amesite, a com-
puter software com-
pany. Introduction by 
Demond Johnson. 

 February 5—Flight of 
the Butterflies. Speak-
er: Manja Holland. 
Introduction by: Dale 
Leslie. 

 

Volume 9, Issue 15 

Today’s Program…  
Hixson Fellows Awards 

Robert Carr served as master of ceremonies of our special Hixson Fellows award 
ceremony. Bob laid the foundation for the award presentations by explaining that 
Kiwanis International established the George F. Hixson Fellowship in the 1980s to 
honor the first president of Kiwanis International. A club member, or a club itself, 
may designate a Hixson 
Fellowship recipient by 
making a gift of $1,000 
to the Kiwanis Interna-

tional Foundation. In the late 1990s, 
our club raised $104,000 for dona-
tion to the Kiwanis International 
Foundation toward the worldwide 
Iodine Deficiency Disorder program. 
More recently, our club raised 
$107,000 for The Eliminate Project 
(Kiwanis eliminating maternal and 
neonatal tetanus). Because of these 
substantial contributions, our club 
has “banked” a number of Hixson 
Fellowship designations, and four 
very deserving new recipients were 
named and honored as today’s pro-
gram. 

Today’s Program is continued on page five... 

Next Week’s Program... 
January 15—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Program. Speaker: 
Lynette Clemetson, Director of UM Wallace House. Intro-
duction by Dale Leslie. Lynette Clemetson, as Director of 
UM Wallace House is responsible for the renowned Wallace
-Knight diverse Fellows program which attracts the world’s 
top journalists to the UM. She is a Knight-Wallace alum and 
came to the university from National Public Radio where 
she was Senior Director of Strategy and Content Initiatives, 
guiding projects across broadcast, digital, and events. 
Lynette spent several years as a magazine and newspaper 
reporter before moving into media strategy and leader-
ship.  For more info go here. 

Meetings... 
Next Monday, January 15, SMOC will meet at 10:00 AM, and the Building & Equipment Commit-
tee will meet after the club luncheon. Membership Growth & Education will also meet after the 
club luncheon. 

January 8, 2018 

Robert Carr 

Recipients of the George F. Hixson Award on January 8, 2018: 
Kathie Wilder, Rip Kinney, Mario Gasbarro, and Garry Evans. 

Lynette Clemetson 

https://wallacehouse.umich.edu/
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Do you have news for the 
newsletter, or are you inter-
ested in advertising? Con-
tact Publisher, John Kidle, 
at jkidle@gmail.com. 

Guests at Our Club…  
Alan Burg introduced Kari Wilder-Romans and Greg Wilder-Romans, daughter and son of 
Kathie Wilder. Two guests of Garry Evans, Joyce Cannell and Garry’s wife, Mary Evans, were 
welcomed by Alan. Tanya Salamin, our club’s Facilities Coordinator, and Mario Gasbarro, 
Sales Manager, also joined us for lunch. Four Circle K members were luncheon guests:  Melis-
sa Zhou, Jill Davidson, Riley Plamp, and Kalen Church. 

Hospitality…  
Max Ziegler reported that there is no new hospitality information to report, other than that 
Jim Wheaton’s memorial service will be held on May 19 at 2:00 PM at First Presbyterian 
Church in Ann Arbor. Dan Dever added that Kiwanis friend and volunteer John Russell re-
cently suffered a stroke. John is active in our club’s KEEP (Kiwanis Environmental Education 
Preserve) project. Dale Leslie reports: Dr. Rudi Ansbacher passed away January 3, 2018.  Who 
will forget his unsettling news in a 2015 presentation to our club about maternal mortality in 
Michigan? Obituary here. 

Announcements… 
 Emily Allshouse, filling the newly created role of Kitchen Coordinator, described her 

goal of maintaining a neat, organized and efficient kitchen space at KCW. Emily will be 
placing a list in the kitchen on which anyone may note a kitchen item that is missing or in 
low supply. A lost and found area near the front of the kitchen has been created: as 
homemade snack items are brought to KCW, such items as unclaimed pans or trays will 
be placed in the lost and found area. Check this area if you are missing something, as the 
area will be emptied on a monthly basis. A “food to share” area has been designated, and 
items in this area that will go bad or are not individually packaged should be disposed of 
at the end of the event. There were three or four tubs of miscellaneous items, such as 
large pots, pans and food warmers, that came over from the KCD kitchen. These items 
will be sorted, and unneeded items will be added to our sale inventory. Anyone interest-
ed in helping with this sorting project should contact Emily at emi-
ly.allshouse@gmail.com or 517-673-0860. 

 Mary Stewart announced a Kiwanis outing on February 18 at 2:00 PM at the Encore The-
atre in Dexter to see the widely acclaimed musical, Million Dollar Quartet. Dinner will fol-
low. 

 Greg Meisner reported that the KCD meeting room has been cleaned out, and its Ameri-
can Flag and clock have been moved to the meeting room at KCW. We now have two 
American Flags near the podium. Greg mentioned the large antique clock that was in our 
KCD meeting room and asked if anyone is aware of any reason this item shouldn’t be 
moved to our inventory for sale. The safe in the KCD office contained a tie tack with dia-
monds as well as diamond earrings; unless these items are claimed, they will be added to 
our sale inventory. Dan Dever was quick to tell us the diamond earrings belong to Peter 
Schork, but Peter sneered a denial. 

Announcements are continued on page three... 

Assignments for the Coming Week... 
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KCW Cashiers & 
Sales 

See Pages 10 and 11 

KCW Sorting & 
Pricing 

See Pages 8 and 9 

Vouchers 
1/11—Ellen Webb, Bob Johnson, Dave Hughes, Emily Allshouse, Bud Roberts, 
Sally Lamkin, Dee Smit, and need one more person. 

Invocation William V. Hampton 

Greeters January—Ken Hillenburg (A), Jim Blomquist, Alan Burg  

Hospitality Max Ziegler (734)649-3979  

Newsletter January—Gordon Beeman  

Cashier Doug Hanton 

mailto:jkidle@gmail.com
http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=Rudi-Ansbacher&lc=4117&pid=187732311&mid=7707825&locale=en_US


Fines… 
A mysterious box, containing two ties and a flashy pair of blue and white shoes with the 
inscription “Tango” was presented to Peter Schork. Dan Dever moved a fine on all mem-
bers present, excluding Peter since he already suffered enough with the gaudy shoes. 
Nick Dever attempted to amend the motion to include Peter unless he agreed to wear the 
shoes; however, Gretchen ignored the proposed amendment. Everyone except Peter paid. 

Happy Dollars…  
 While there was abundant happiness among those present, we did not have time for 

Happy Dollars. 

Announcements Continued from Page Two... 
 Larry Dittmar tells us he will provide periodic updates on local musical concerts that 

might be of interest. Upcoming events include the popular Collage Concert on Satur-
day evening, January 13, 8:00 PM at Hill Auditorium. On Sunday, January 14, at 8:00 
PM, there is a free faculty recital that includes concert master Aaron Berofsky. This 
event is in the Britton Recital Hall at the Earl V. Moore Building on the UM North Cam-
pus. Finally, Larry reported an upcoming carillon concert on Monday, January 15, at 
noon, to be given at the UM Carillon next to Hill Auditorium. 

 The Detroit No. 1 Club is marking its 103rd birthday with a gala event on January 20. 
There will be a free meet & greet with Kiwanis International President Jim Rochford at 
4:30 PM at the Greektown Casino Hotel. Earlier in the afternoon there is a Books for 
Kids literacy service project. The day is capped by a Black Tie dinner at the Greektown 
Casino Hotel at 6:30 PM with music and dancing to follow. Note that January 20 is the 
first public access day of the 2018 North American Auto Show.  More information and 
online registration is available at www.kiwanis1.org.     

 President Gretchen congratulated club members and volunteers for committing al-
most 400 volunteer hours last week. We must have been a hungry bunch because we 
ran out of food, for which Gretchen apologized.    

 President Gretchen announced the regular monthly board meeting that will occur 
next Tuesday, January 16. While members are welcome to attend the beginning of the 
board meeting, most of the meeting will be held in a closed, executive session for the 
purpose of reviewing and revising the budget with the hope of making more funds 
available for community giving. 

 Ken Hillenburg asked about the status of the sale of KCD, and Dan Dever responded 
that the closing of the sale transaction is scheduled for Friday morning, January 12. 

 Alan Burg reported that we are revising our yellow club fact sheet with updated num-
bers.  Information such as the number of Meals on Wheels meals delivered and com-
munity giving to groups such as the House by the Side of the Road and the Salvation 
Army are being updated.  Send any such information that you have to Alan Burg. 

 Kathy Barden-Perlberg reported that we will be inviting various local and communi-
ty groups to come to KCW to receive background on our activities and to shop. We 
want as many groups as possible to know that we have arrived at our KCW location 
and to spread the word on what we have.  Possible groups to be invited include Kiwa-
nis grant recipients, estate planning groups, other service clubs and local governmen-
tal and business neighbors. These events might be for coffee and donuts or for break-
fast. We will need Kiwanians to deliver a canned talk at such events.  See Kathy if inter-
ested in participating. 

 There was no interclub report. 

 Here are YouTube links to videos about our club from James Campbell at Exciting Pro-
ductions: 90 Years of the Ann Arbor Kiwanis Thrift Sale Downtown 1927-2017, and 
Ann Arbor Kiwanis Club History & Downtown Activities Center Celebrated. 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special Items 
on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Kiwanis Merchandise 
is now available online 

at A2kiwanis.org or 
here. Samples 

available at KCW. 

Since 1921 

Over $6,000,000 

in Proceeds from 

the Kiwanis 

Thrift Sale have 

been used to 

Benefit Our 

Community. 

http://www.kiwanis1.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deQX7M21I08&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_qmwrsXbWE&feature=youtu.be
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://a2kiwanisfoundation.org/
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 

Attendance: 
62 

Fines: 
$20.55 

Happy $: 
$0 

Mott Pot: 
$0 Today 

$571.59 YTD 

Vouchers: 
$1,720 

8 Families 
$20,585 YTD 

105 Families YTD 

Thrift Sale: 

Kiwanis 
Center: 
$7,692 

Other: 
$0 

TOTAL: 
$7,692 

$145,332 YTD 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 
 

New Year’s Day 

2 KCD Farewell 

Party Video 

3 4 
KYP Meeting 

5 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
6 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

7 8 Hixson Awards 9 10 11 12 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
13 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

14 15 MLK, Jr. Day 

Program 
 

MLK, Jr. Day 

16 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm at TKC 

17 18 19 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
20 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

21 22 Fake News? 23 24 25 26 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
27 Sale: & Dona-

tions TKC 9-1 

28 29 Being an 

Entrepreneur 

30 31    

January 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

KYP Meeting 

2 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
3 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

4 5 Flight of the 

Butterflies 

6 7 8 9 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
10 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

11 12 A2 Communi-

ty Foundation 
13 14 

 
 

Valentine’s Day 

15 16 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
17 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

18 19 Income Ine-

quality 
 

Presidents’ Day 

20 

 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm at TKC 

21 22 23 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 
24 Sale & Dona-

tions: TKC 9-1 

25 26 City of Ann 

Arbor 
27 28    

February 2018 



Today’s Program Continued from Page One... 
 
First up, Max Ziegler honored Hixson Fellow Garry Evans. Gary was born in Ohio, but his 
parents quickly and wisely moved to Jackson, Michigan, where Garry grew up. Garry has 
two UM degrees. He specialized in deep excavations and the proper handling of hazard-
ous waste, working on such impressive sites as the Renaissance Center in Detroit. Garry 
enjoys backpacking, exploring Shaker Sites across the country, taking photos of covered 
bridges and bicycling. We all know Garry as the outstanding organizer and captain of our 
annual Salvation Army bell ringing. Garry’s wife, Mary, placed the Hixson medallion 
around Garry’s neck. 

 

 

 

Next, Ellen Webb honored Hixson Fellow Mario Gasbarro. Mario is known by all as our 
club’s highly respected Sales Manager. Ellen told us of Mario’s roots in New York State, 
where his family continues to own and run a fruit and nut tree orchard. Mario holds an 
LLM degree in taxation and was a captain in the US Army Military Intelligence Corps. 
Mario has worked at Walmart and Target, and he was store manager of Value World in 
Ypsilanti. Ellen tells us that Mario cooks an outstanding Black Forest Cake—something 
for us to look forward to! 

 

 

 

Peter Schork honored Hixson Fellow Rip Kinney. Peter told us of Rip, the person; Rip, 
the educator; and finally Rip, the Kiwanian. Rip hails from Hillsdale, Michigan, and gradu-
ated from Western Michigan University. Rip is devoted to Judy, his wife of 62 years. As an 
educator, Rip worked at EMU, Huron and Pioneer, and he taught English, served as Ath-
letic Director and as counselor, and gained great respect for coaching high school base-
ball for 39 years. Rip has received numerous honors and awards, including having a 
county baseball tournament named in his honor. Rip has served on numerous Kiwanis 
committees, and has been deeply involved in the Kiwanis Club Scholarship program, first 
as a high school counselor and later as an active Kiwanian. Rip delivered a brief retort to 
Peter’s remarks, telling us of his work in the Kiwanis voucher program and his love of 
working with young people. His counseling ranged from helping students find their lock-
ers to suicide prevention.   

 

Pat Buhrer honored our final honoree, Hixson Fellow Kathie Wilder. Kathie was joined 
at the podium by her daughter, Kari, and her son, Greg. Pat told us that Kathie’s ances-
tors are of Swedish descent, settling several generations ago in North Dakota. Kathie’s 
family loves the cold, Pat said, which explains how Kathie could withstand temperatures 
of 45 degrees below zero on her recent return visit to North Dakota. Eventually, though, 
the cold became too much, and Kathie left for warmer climates, eventually in Michigan. 
Kathie began work at the University of Michigan in the Law School Office of Develop-
ment in 1994 and retired from the University 20 years later. Kathie volunteers wherever 
she finds herself. She was active in Meals on Wheels in Casper, Wyoming, and enjoys ush-
ering in Ann Arbor for the University Musical Society. Kathie works the Kiwanis sale in 
women’s clothing, but we all know her primarily as our hard-working club secretary. 
Kathie followed Pat’s remarks, telling us that it has been a joy getting to so many of us as 
club secretary.  
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“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 

WISD Aktion Club U of M Circle K 
Huron High School 

Pioneer High School Angell Elementary 

Max Ziegler, Garry and Mary Evans 

Mario Gasbarro and Ellen Webb 

Rip Kinney and Peter Schork 

Kari and Greg Wilder-Romans, 
Kathie Wilder, and Pat Buhrer 

http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/


Pictures Thrown Over the Transom and Slipped Under the Door... 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing December 23, 2017 

 

The Last Holiday Sale at KCD December 9, 2017 
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“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 

WISD Aktion Club U of M Circle K 
Huron High School 

Pioneer High School Angell Elementary 

http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory Gem... 
The Kiwanis Club of Ann Ar-
bor co-sponsored with the 
other Division Ten clubs, the 
chartering of the Kiwanis 
Club of Ann Arbor Morning 
Edition. Due to various fac-
tors, the community-active 
Morning Edition club closed 
in the fall, 2017. Their finest 
hour was a Super InterClub 
they hosted that featured 
humorist Art Holst in 
2011. Click here for the vid-
eo. 

KIWANIS CLUB 
OF ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-665-2211 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
 734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474  

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 734-930-0555 

Clarity Financial Advisors, Mark S. Wishka, ChFC, CFP, CLU, CRPC, 
CASL, REBC, RHU, CDFA, CLTC—734-995-3996, markwishka.com 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

"Serving the Children of the World" 

Other Links: 
 Michigan District Kiwanis 

Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

 Kiwanis International 

 Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
6pm first Thurs. of Month 

 U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check Cal-
endar on Website) 

 Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

 Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at Quarter Bistro 

 Kiwanis Ann Arbor Morning 
Edition, Meets 8:30am 2nd & 
4th Weds. at Guy Hollerin’s 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop Off: 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-12:30pm 
 

Call for Donation Pickup: 
734-665-0450 

The Kiwanis Center 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC8cK8SpLY0
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.s.wishka/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
http://www.mi.kiwanisone.org/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
https://kiwanismorningedition.org/
https://kiwanismorningedition.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC8cK8SpLY0
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